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COMMUNICATIONS. ‘not to escape observation, that there seems to] earth, and in the sea, the other three parts of 





- be something said in this text, which forbids 
this mode of interpreting the words every and 
uw all. It is this. After John says, ** And every 
TO MOSES STUART, creature which is in heaven, and on earth, and 
Associate Professor of Sacred Literature in Theo-| under the earth, and such as are in the sea,” 
; observe, Sir, he adds, “4nd ali that are in them.” 
John does not say, ** and all that are in it,” re- 
‘ferring to heayen; no, but he says, “and all 
Sin,—-The second text which you quoted, in that are in them,” referring to all the places he 
ibe paragraph qneted from your letters to Mr. | had mentioned, heaven, earth, under the earth, 
Ceuannine, and on which | wished to make my/and in the sea. Does this look like limiting the 
remarks, is Rev. v.8€—t4. To this text and| word every? Or understanding both in a lim- 
your comments on it | shall now turn your at-} jted and universal sense the word every in the 
tention. Having quoted at length the above|yery same sentence? This phrase, “and all 
passage in my first letter, | shall here only} that are in them,” instead of modifying the word 
transcribe verse 13th; ‘And every creatuie! eyery, seems to express with the more certain- 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under! ty the universal sense in which it ought to be 
ihe earth, and sach as are in the sea, and all/ understood. John, instead of qualifying what 
that are in them, heard I saying, blessing, and| he had just said, rather adds something to 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that! strengthen and confirm it. 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for-| But understanding the words every and all, 
ever and ever.” Let it not be forgotten, Sir,| as only meaning some, let us see what follows ? 
that you have told us in the paragraph quoted] {t makes John inform us twice in the compass 
from your letters in my first communication, | of one sentence that some beings in the universe 
that “things i.e beings in heaven, earth, and worship Christ Does John then use all this 
under the earth, isa common perephrasis for the | glowing language, for no other purpose but to 
sniverse.” It cannot come within the range | tell us twice, that some persons in the universe 
of fair debate, that the same perephrasis is ex-| are to worship him? After specifying all parts 
pressed in this verse as in Philipians ii. 10, the} of the universe, after telling us every creature 
, vee on which you give us this comment.— | in them, yea afier adding, **and all that are in 
if there be any diflerence it ts, that in this verse | them,” are we only to understand, that some in 
the perephrasis is expressed more fully. Nor| hear en, earth. and under the earth, and in the 
isany room lett for us to debate whether the|sea. shall render to him spiritual and divine 
worship mentioned in this passage be spiritual! worship. It may be so, but your candour will 
ind divine. You express yourself clearly and | certainly allow, that John’s language seems to 
decidedly about this. You say, “if this be not} convey somewhat of a different idea. In your 
spiritual worship, and if Christ be not the object | comments on this passage, you say nothing to 
of it here, Lam unable to produce a case, where | shew, that the words every and all, ought to be 
worship can be called spiritual and divine.”— |yestricted to some in the universe Your object 
‘The point then to be examined is, how are we|in quoting it didnot lead you to say any thing 
to understand the words every and all which oc-| about this. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


logical Seminary, at Andever. 
No. Ill. 





ing in the universe shall worship Christ with! tainty, that Christ is worshipped at all, than we 
spiritaal and divine worship. What could a Uni-' can from your comments, that the universe are 
versalist wish you to prove more ? But as you the worshippers. Is it more certain from the 
profess your belief in the eternal punishment of| text and your comment, that the worship is spi- 
many, you must modify or explain the words| ritual and divine, than that every creature in 
every and all to mean onlysome. Let us exam | heaven, on earth, uncer the earth, and such as 
ine this matter and see how these words ought| are in the sea, and all that are in them perform 
to be understood. ‘it. May I not then return your own comment 

I think it will be frankly conceded, that if any ion this passage with the following addition to it. 
difficulties pressed in fimiting the word every in| * If this be not spiritual worship and if Christ be 
the former passage, the same difliculties press ‘not the object of it here; and also e: ery creature 
in limiting the words every and all, here. Let which is in heaven. and on the earth, and under the 


us see how limiting these words to some would. earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 


suit in this passage.—** And some creature which: in them perform tt, lam unable to produce a cace 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and ander the where worship can be called spiritual and divine 
earth, and such as are in the sea, and some and where the universe are said to be the worship- 
that are in them heard I saying, &c.” Are pers. The words marked you will easily per- 
we then to understand that some only in heaven ceive contain my addition. LT leave you to judge 
are to worship Jesus? But. I presume here, as if it be not a very necessary addition to your 
in the former passage, you would give the word comment, and is equally supported by the pas- 
every its most extensive sense as it respects:sage. By what process of reasoning, and by 
creatures in heaven, but its limited sense as it) what laws of interpretation can it be made fair- 
respects these on earth and under the earth.|ly out from this passage, (but every creature in 
Havin? remarked on this arbitrary mode of in- | heave worships Christ, which is only one part 


the same universe; only some worship him.— 
You are bound to explain why you limit the 
words every and all applied to three parts of this 
universe, and give them in the very same _pas- 
sage an unlimited signification, when applied to 
one part of it. 

| am aware, that it may be said by you and 
others—‘“ Are there not many passages of scrip- 
ture, which speak of everlasting punishment to 
the wicked, and what are these two, which seem 
to speak of universal salvation when laid in the 
balances with them.” I frankly admit this, 
but must say, there must be some way in 
which these opposite texts can be fairly re- 
conciled About nothing am I more certain 
than this, that one writer of scripture never 
contradicts another, or himself, when we traly 
understand them. In your letters to Mr. Chan- 
ning, you have told us, that we are not to adopt 
rules of interpretation for the purpose of saving 
the consistency of the inspired writers; that if 
by the fair rules of exegeses apparent contra- 
dictions cannot be reconciled, the credit of the 
writer must go down. Suffer mealso to remind 
you, that you have also asserted in your letters 
that the truth of any doctrine, does not depend 
on the number of passages in which it is taught: 
That a law once promulged, is not rendered 
more true by its being many times repeated.— 
Admitting all this, and I do not see how it can 
be controverted, let us simply apply it to the 
case before us. If universal salvation be taught 
in the two passages on which | have been re- 
marking, it is as true as f it had been taught in 
a thousand. If there be indeed a palpable con- 
tradiction between these. and other texts, which 
speak of everlasting punishment of the wicked 





You quoted it to prove that spirita-: 
eur inthis passage. Understanding these words|al and divine worship was revdered to Christ. | 
in a universal sense, you prove, that every be-| But can we learn from the text with more cer-' 


there is no way left but to give up the credit of 
, one or other of the writers. Persuaded as I 
am, that this contradiction has its origin, not in 
the inspired writers, but in my ignorance of the 
scriptures, I use all means to be better inform- 
ed of their contents. On this account I have 
taken the liberty to address you for information, 
how you reconcile the paragraph quoted from 
your letters, with your belief in the endless 
punishment of any being in the universe of God. 
Certain | am, that you are in the possession of 
knowledge I have not, consistently to reconcile 
these two things—“ That the universe shall wor- 
ship Christ with spiritual and divine worship, 
yet meny of the beings in this universe be eter- 
nally miserable.” If you are in possession of 
such information, be kind enough to communt- 
cate it, and be assured, that it will meet with 
profound attention from yours, respecifully, 
AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Ma. Eprror,—Will you be so good as to in- 
forws your readers what you think St. Peter 
means by “damnable heresies’? We are told 
by the opposers of Universalism, that the doc 
trine yon vindicate is of this character ; avd you 
know that many people are prepared to Lelieve 





any thing which is stated, especially by es 


terpretation already, I pass this over. It ought|of the universe, and that in earth, under the | teachers, against Universalism. 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1820. 











Brrieip, Fes. 14, 1820. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magacine, 

Rev. Sin,—] depend on your candour and impar- | 
liality, to insert the following reply, to remove crrone- 
ous impressions from your readers, and particularly your 
interesting correspondent B*****, 

70 UR. B*****, 

Dean Sirn,—Your eloquent indignation, expres- 
sedin the last Magazine, atan alleged instance 
of my professional conduct, has not offended; 
but persuaded me to relieve and satisfy your dis- 
turbed mind. I shall not stop, to inquire whe- 
ther you did well, so hastily to publish a sup- 
posed delinquency on such evidence, nor whe- 
ther your good sense did not suggest, that some 
part of the charge night be mistated, and that 
you might become the dupe of some designing 
enemy, who might wish fo bring infamy on your 
denomination, by rendering them the patrons of 
falsehood and slander. 

But I hasten to assure you, my dear sir, that 
I have never known any person whose nanie was 
Exiza Wrurrie. Nor has any person, of any other 
name been sick here, during my ministry, in cir- 
cumstances resembling those ascribed to Eliza. | 
have never visited in any other place any per- 
son, in character or circumstances resembling 
those assumed by the imaginary Eliza W 
{ have never been acquainted with any female, 
sick or well, who had adopted the doctrine of 
universal salvation. Iam so particular, to pre- 
clude the suspicion of any evasion or ambiguity. 
The whole story of the letter, which has deep- 
ly affected your sensibilities, is a clumsy, false 
fabrication. The letter is, doubtless, a gross 
and daring forgery. Ineed not add that I never 
treated E. W. in the coarse and unkind manner 
asserted. If any fault rests on me, it is in not 
sooner disavowing the charge; but I really 
thought the story so absurd and ridiculous, as to 
carry its own refutation in its face. 

Those editors and authors who have so often 
reprinted the extract from the pretended letter, 
will I think, owe it to themselves, if not to me; 
they will owe it to the world, and especially 
their subscribers, to publish this exposition of 
its entire falsehood. 

This frank and friendly declaration of truth, 
L trust, Sir, will give you satisfaction. I trust 
your love of truth and justice will urge you to) 
cause this communication to be published, as ex- | 
tensively, as have been the falsehoods of the | 
pretended letter. For you have not now to 
learn, that “it is an honour for a christian to 
confess his mistakes.” 

I am, dear sir, with great respect, 
Yours, &c. ELIJAH PARISH. 


WE wish to make a few observations on the forego- 
ing letter, in which the Rev. author supposes that the 
letter of Eliza W 3 which was long ago published in» 
the Gospel Visitant, and more recently given to the | 
readers of this paper, **is a clumsy, false fabrication— | 
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We will inform our readers that it is believed that 
we cun ascertain the origin of this matter and that we 


will faithfully attend to it. Further, let it be distinetly 


understood that we are disposed to give full credit to) 


the Rev. Dr's letter. We cannot allow curselves to 


disbelieve his unequivocal statements. 


There are several things however, in his letter, that, 


us. The first is, 


we would thank him to explain to 
ny person 


how he came to say, * | have never known at 
whose name was Elica Whipple.’ ‘This is the trst of 
our having this name suggested to us in any wey. We 
had Eliza W-———, but knew nothin, of the 
whieh W. the initial. It is entirely out of our 
power to know why the Dr. speaks of Eliza Whip- 
ple. Another question we feel unabie to solve, is, 
why does the Dr. Say, “I need not add that ] nev- 
er treated E. W. im the coarse and unkind manner as- 
serted’? Who is this FE. W. whom the Dr. treated 
more consistently with the duties of his profession, than 


name, of 


was 


was represented in the letter ascribed to Eliza W--—. | 
There certainly appears to be an indication here, that | 


some sick E. W. has been more kindly treated by her 
Rev. pastor, than was represented in the letter of bhza 
W——,. Who is this E. W.? Is she now in the land 


of the living? Can she inform us that ber Rev. pastor's 


treatment was kind and gentle as the peace which the 


gospel whispers? Or has E. W. gone to those peace- 
ful shades which admit no inquisitor’s approach ? 
The Dr. will no doubt explain these particulars, and 


| This is certainly an absurdity, for as the greatest possj- 
| ble reward is promised for this kind of benevolence, 
{such reward promised deeply interests the mind, and 
‘sets it to work to attain to this kind of benevolence, 
for the sake of such immense reward! By such means 
we hear of people who are willing to be ete rnally mis- 


erable for the glory of God, and for their disinterested. 
} ° ° ° . 
Mess, Vi ihis particolar, they promise themselves eternal 


felicity! 


All this bas been invented to furnish some 
possible escape from the arguments which support the 
doctrine of universal, upartial goodness. — Its opposers 
say, that the doctrine is sellish, and therefore fulse.— 
Then why should those who argue against it endeavour 
to attain a virtue which will entitle them to eternal 


life? Is not this selfish: 


A REPLY 
TO 4 SEARCHER AFTER TRUTH.” 


’ 


PAGE 135, 


CONTINUED FROM 


Dear *1R,—As your first question in reality involves 


} } 


] | ’ 4 
t as | have already offered some sucecstions on 


ree, aft 
| the first, which regards the unlimited power of God, I 
i will now say something on the subject of Lis unlimited 
| goodne £8, 

Thie af al . a L-8 ¢ ' ’ 

ibis, of . all the subrje cts which have ever engaged 
j the attention of rational bemgs, is that in which we 
It lies at the foundation of 
}the moral character of the Supreme Ruler of the Uni- 


- . 
bave the deepest interest. 


; ; i ae ; 
when he shall so do, we will gratify our readers with | verse, and all our love ard respect for our Maker de- 
whatever he shall please to communicate. In the) pend entirely on the views we entertain of it. The 

- md 7 « c ‘ eo ! } ac ’ , > : . . 
meen time we would inform our readers that we shall | reason why those, who limit the goodness of God to a 
give them further information as soon as possible re-| part of his creatures, do freely, and without reserve ac- 


specting this subject. 





RELIGION. 

THE duties of religion are perhaps generally too much 
confined to certain rites and ceremonics, which are not 
so essential as matty duties of life, which in many cases 
are neglected, by those who are uncommonly punctual 
in observing religious ceremonics. These suggestions 
seem to be countenanced by our Saviour’s rebuke to 
the pharisees who paid tithes of mint, anise, and cum- 
min, but omitted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy and faith. 

The duty of prayer is, in general, more urged by those 
to whom the people look for religious instruction, than 
the duty of providing comfortable food and raiment for 
our children. In relation to this, it may be said, this 
ought ye to have done, and not left the other undone. 
But it is often said of a man, he is a good moralist, a 
good husband, a good father, an honest, upright man in 
his dealings with men, a kind neighbour in sickness, 
but has no religion. So ofa woman, she sees well to the 
ways of her house, eats not the bread of idleness, is an 
excellent wife and mother, and seems to take delight in 
the cares and duties of her family, remembers the poor, 
and is ready to watch with, and nurse the sick ; but she 
has no religion. But if male or female will join some 
church, attend every conference meeting far and hear, 
talk a great deal about the concern they feel for poor 
immortal souls, for fear they will go to hell, appear to 
be in wonderful distress about what will become of the 
poor benighted people of India in a future world, if 
their children are half naked, and half starved in the 
streets, such people have got religion! 

These remarks are not made with a desire to lessen 
the genuine exercises of piety and devotion, but with « 
view to recommend the common duties of life as insep- 


a gross and daring fasehood.”” He even suggests that arably connected with true religion. 


the letter might have been fabricated by some enemy, 
who would undertake to bring the denomination of 
Universalists into infamy by making its friends the pub- 
lishers of this fulsehood. By these suggestions and by ! 
others in the letter the Dr. assures us and the public 
that nothing within the compass of his knowledge ever 
existed that could give rise to the supposed letter of 
Eliza W 





| 
i 





—_———_—— 


DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE, 

Is not this an absurdity? There is much said about 
this kind of benevolence, and it is supposed to be an 
attainment which alone can entitle one to everlasting 
salvation. Who then would not be disinterestedly be- 
nevolent, for the sake of such an infinite recompence ? 





knowledge tiat he is unlimited in his goodness, is be- 
cause they know that to deny this is in fact to deny his 
being really good at all. It is the possession of a good 
principle that constitutes a good being in reality; not 
the communicatiou of favours to those who need. Thr 
reception of these favours is good evidence that the 
giver is good, but we know, if these favors are genuine 
evidences of this fact, this fact was true before these 
favors were communicated or received. Children re- 
ceive favors from parents, and these acts of kiudness 
manifest a truth to the children which exists before these 
favors are conferred ; this truth is, that the parents are 
possessed of a principle of kindness and favor towards 
iheir offspring, which is the cause of those favors being 
bestowed. Ifa parent bestow ever so many blessings 
on eleven children out of twelve, if he withhold from 
the twelfth ail favors which are needed, when it is as 
much within his convenience to favour this one as any 
of the eleven, we here find the parent to be destitute of 
a good principle, and therefore a perverse and wicked 
being. Now the principle would be just the same if it 
had operated in a diflerent way, and the parent had 
been partial only to one, and had excluded the eleven 
from his favor. ‘Those who receive al] they need, do 
not receive this from a good being, they do not receive 
this from a good father. Why?’ Because here isa 
positive proof that this father is a perverse, wicked, and 
hard bearted man. You may exhaust as much eloquence 
in setting forth, in the most glowing flowers of rhetoric, 
the wonderful favors which the eleven children have 
received, as ever flowed from Grecian and Roman ton- 
gues, and after all, this one, this twelfth, this neglected, 
ihis forlorn, this wretched child, destitute of mercy, 
miserable and tormented is proof positive that this futh- 
er, with all his riches and glory is but a splendid sinner, 

Look now, and see the sycophants of a Baal sur- 
rounding his altar with their sacrifices of vain adulation; 
hear them relate the blessings his hand has bestowed, 
that he has filled their barns with plenty, their graneries 
with abundance, and their stores with riches; behold 
them bringing forth their libations from the fruit of the 
vine, in honor of their splendid deity ; but hark! what 
shrieks are these we hear? They are from the sweet 
little babes, which are offered, to appease the anger of 
this bountiful God. 




















What is the amount of all our pulpit eloquence, pro- 
tusely poured forth in extoling the wonderful grace of 
God, the infinite riches of his love, the unspeakable joys 
of heaven, the beauty and glory of his presence, his a- 
mazing condescension in the salvation of his elect ;— 
when after all we are directed to look down into the 
burning lake and survey the torments of those who are 
to suffer forever his vindictive wrath? The plain, un- 
deniable fact is this, God is unlimitedly good, or he is 
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to change them is impossible for any being but God 
himself; and yet we are told that our heavenly Father 
sends these children, by thousands and by millions, to 
a state of wretchedness, where they must suffer infinite 
wrath because they were born as they were, and be- 
cause they did not change themselves! 
doctrine as this calculated to bring up children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? Let parents put 
the question to themselves, and think seriousiy what 


Now is such 





not good atall. Vartiality is partiality ; and it makes 
no difference, as to principle, as we have before said, 
where a partial mind draws its dividing line. If it be 
argued that the favourites will have occasion to call 
their benefactor good, we reply, this is a mistake. ‘They 
may prize the gift, but they must despise the giver, or 
be as wicked as he! Moses was a favourite of that ty- 
rant’s court, who opprest his brethren, the Hebrews ; 
ne might love the conreniences of favouritism, but he 
epposed the tyrant in the name and in the power of 
ihe great 1 AM. 

Could we have strength of mind to break the cords 
of tradition, as Sampson did the cords with which the 
Philistines bound him, and contemplate our Creator’s 
goodness, as it is manifested in the laws of nature, the 
constitution of al] creatures, the benign providence, by 
which all are preserved ; and could we read the sacred 
pages of divine revelation unbiased by tradition, we 
should be enabled to say, understandingly, ** The Lord 
is good to all; and bis tender mercies are over all his 
works—The wisdom that is from above is—without par- 


tiality and without hypocrisy ;’? and we should con-. 


template the character of the Saviour with great delight, 
remembering the words of his apostle, who said, ** That 
I should preach among the gentiles, the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” 


TO BE CONTINUED, 





PARENTAL DUTY. 

* Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 

he ws old he will not depart from u.’’—Prov. xxii. 6. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 139.) 

Ir our children are sinners by nature, and therefore 
under the necessity of hating al! goodness until they are 
regenerated, and if this regeneration is wholly the work 
of the divine spirit, what have parents to do in bringing 
up their children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord? , 

Ifa parent were so unfortunate as to have a child 
born blind, and in a situation that nothing short of a 
miracle could give his offspring sight, would it be the 
parent’s duty to learn that child to see? This would 
he impossible ; and therefore not the parent’s duty. So 
if our children are born into the world sinners by na- 
ture, and if nothing short of a miracle can cause them 
to love God, it is impossible for us to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and therefore 
it is not our duty! 

Let us look at this subject by bringing it into the 
following form. Suppose a parent, who is every way 
perfect, as to his form and faculties, should have a son 
born that should be, in every member of his body, and 
in every natural faculty of body and mind, imperfect, 
would this parent have a right to require of this son that 
he should be altogether like bimself? That his bodily 
parts should be perfect like his own, and that his men- 
tal powers should in all respects come up to those of 
his father’s? Suppose furthermore that this parent has 
the power, by speaking a word, to change this child 
from all its defects ef body and mind, to the perfection 
of all the members of his system, and to perfect mental 
order ; what should we think of this parent, should be 
in room of effecting this change, go to work and pre- 
pare a machine to torment bis son all the days of his 
life for being so unlike himself? ‘This is the charactet 
of the conduct of our heavenly parent, according to 
what p --es 11 our world for othodoxy! We are tol... 
that children are born into the world sinners, and that 


ithey are about, when they are teaching their ehildren 


ia creed that contains such a doctrine. 
| TO BE CONTINUED. 





THE END OF THE WORLD. 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 


Ar this late period of time, after ages have passed a- 
way while the christian clergy have exerted themselves 
to the utmost, and exhausted all their powers of imagi- 
nation, and employed all the energies of language to 
terrify people with the expectation of seeing the ma- 
' terial world come to an end by being literally consum- 
ied by fire, they are now called on to show cause, if 
any there be, for all such labour and exertion. They 
-are called on to produce one passage in al] Holy Writ 
| that was written with an intent to authorise a belief in 
‘the doctrine which they have held forth on this subject. 

Now as we do not expect that one of them will ever 
attempt to comply with this invitation, we humbly re- 
quest them to desist from this abominable practice of 





-endeavouring to intimidate women and children with 
such frightful representations. And we call on the pub- 
lic to exercise their own reason on this subject, and if 
our preachers pertinaciously persist in the common er- 
ror of representing the scripture sense of the THRE END 
OF THE WORLD, to make a practice of cal ing on them 
to prove, from scripture, that they speak the truth in 
soberness. 


A VALUABLE DISCOVERY. 


There is nothing which seems to give more trouble 
to many people than poverty. This disorder, when it 
rages to a considerable degree, gives the patient great 
inconvenience. It strips him of his necessary clothing, 
and allows him but very coarse and scanty diet, and 
sometimes confines him in prison; and not unfrequent- 
ly deprives his wife and children of the comforts of life. 
Now all this difficulty may be avoided, by curing the 
disorder, which is easily done by a faithful application 
of industry, prudence and temperance. 


p — + _ 


DEVOTION. 

Amonc the many errors which have found their way 
into what is called religion, the views which seem to be 
entertained, by many, of DEVoTIoN and its necessity, 
have not been the least in depriving the pious of that 
rational and sublime enjoyment which is ever connect- 
ed with pure devotion. Whoever supposes that our 
Creator requires certain acts of solemn worship, as 
something due to him, and an expeuse to the worship- 
per, which does not contribute to his own edification 
and comfort, certainly enjoys nothing by all the devo- 
tion he pays to the divine Being. When such people 
have hurried through their dry, unrefreshing rites, they 
may, and no doubt do feel as if a certain obligation was 
settled, a debt paid, or something done by way of mer- 
it for some expected advantage in future. But could 
the worshipper believe that all debts were forgiven, and 
vil future necessities secured, be could find no use for 
all his devotion. Those who worship God in the way 
-bove deserbed, say, if they could be persuaded to be- 
lieve that our salvation was already secured in the fa- 
vour and mercy of our heavenly Father, they could see 
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it would be no matter what we should do; that it 
would be as well to live impiously, and lead sinful lives, 
as to be ever so pious, and virtuous. Thus it is evi- 
dent that devotion, to such people is a tax, a sort of 
penance, which they pay, not as the pure returns of 
gratitude for mercies constantly flowing from the giver 
of every good and perfect gift, but as a discount on 
their enjoyments which they are obliged to make in or- 
der to secure the remainder. 

But did we realize the unchangeable goodness of our 
merciful Father in heaven, what a pleasure, what a 
delight would it be, either to retire by ourselves, and 
pour out our thankfol souls to him in secret silence, or 
to repair to the sanctuary and their join with the multi- 
tude in expressing the grateful emotions of our feeling 
hearts. 





FAST DAY. 
THURSDAY, the 6th day of April next, is appoint- 
ed as a day of FASTING and PRAYER throughout 
this Commonwealth. 





FROM CORRESPONDENTS. 


Marblehead, Feb. 19th, 1810. 
Rev. and Dear Sir,—Very frequently while attends 
ing on divine service, I hear the passage quoted from 
Romans viii. 9, ** Vow if any man have not the spirit 
of Christ he is none of his. If you would take the 
trouble to make a few comments on it in the Magazine, 
you will confer a great favour on your obedient, hum- 

ble servant. NOVICE, . 





To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine. 4 

On reading your Controversial Sermon, it appears ev- 
ident from the arguments that you disbelieve the com- 
mon doctrine of the church, viz. a final day of retribu- 
tion, or final judgment after death. For my own part, 
| am very partial to this doctrine, but not so much so, 
as to evade any portion of scripture that wears an un- 
favourable appearance to these views; therefore, I re- 
quest a solution of the following words recorded in He- 
brews ix. 27; ‘* 4nd as il is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment.” INQUIRER. 

[** IvavurRER”’ is informed, that a Sermon has been. 
published from the above passage of scriptare, by the 
author of the controversial sermon, which may be had 
by applying at this Office. ] 




















MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Joshua 
M. Weeks to Miss Sally B. Barry. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Nathanicsl Cobb, mer. 
to Miss Sarah Kendall. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Meses Miller, to Miss 
Harriot J. Stebbins. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dwight, Mr. Joseph Swett, of Wor- 
cester, to Miss Hepzibah Bryant. 


DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Jacob A. Cummings, aged 47, of 
the firm of Cummings & Hilliard, booksellers.—Miss 
Rebecca Whitwell, 44.—Mr. Jabez Mann, 67.—Mrs. 
Susannah Minsey, 31.—Miss Eliza Cross, 21. 








a pd 
JUST PUBLISHED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE—PRICER 12 1-2 CENTS. 
A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
sulist Meeting House, in this town, on the Evening of 
last Sabbath, Feb. 27, 1820—by Rev. Hoska BALLov, 
pastor —Text, St. Matt. xiii. 47—50; ‘“* Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was cast into 
the sea, and gathered of every kind, &e. &e. 


Also, for sale as above, 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT ; together with a short his- 
tory of the Anthor’s Life.—By SALMon Dutton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 





no necessity in paying him any devot:on or religious 
jomage whatever, or of giving the least heed to his di-; 


' 





vine requirements. Yea they go further and say, thet) 


The Cusip’s Scrieturan Catecnism, by the Rev. 
Hose Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Pyice, 75 cents per doz and § cenés single 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


The following Anthem was sung at the funeral ser- 
vices of the Rev. James M. WincuE.., whiose death 
was mentioned in our last. 

ANTHEM. 
FAREWELL, dear friend, a long farewell ! 
For we shall meet no more 
Till we are raised with thee to dwell, 
On Zion’s happier shore. 





—— 


——— 








Our friend and Pastor, lo! is dead! 
The cold and lifeless clay 

Has made in dust its silent bed, 
And there it must decay. 

But is he dead ? No, no ; he lives! 
His noble spirit flies 

To Heaven above, and there receives 
The long expected prize. 


Methinks [ see him joyful stand 
Before the God of Heaven! 

Jesus smiles, he enters Zion’s land, 
And his reward is given. 

Farewell, dear friend, again farewell ! 
Soon we shall rise to thee ; 

And when we meet, no tongue can tell 
How great our joys shall be! 

In robes of innocence and love 
His spotless soul is dress’d, 

And all the angel hosts above, 
Rejoice to see him bless’d. 

Then let us dry our mournful tears, 
From gloomy grief refrain ; + 

In Heaven our Pastor now appears, 
And shall forever reign. 


A little while, and we shall go 


To yonder happy skies, 
And join our friends we lov’d below, 


In everlasting joys. 








SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


owen 


A HYMN 

#or AN INSTRUCTRESS OF A SuNDAY ScHoon. 
FATHER of Heaven! thy wond’rous power 

Led us through childhood’s dawning ray, 
Upheld us still through every hour, 

And brought us to maturer day! 
When gently gliding o’er life’s wave, 

Thy smile has holy love reveal’d ; 
And when no earthly art could save, 

Thine arm of power has been our shield. 


An Heavenly step has still’d the sea,— 

A voice has wisper’d *‘ peace be still !”” 
A star on high has shown us THEE, 

And cast rich splendor on thy will. 


Grateful for this protecting grace, 
We lead these children to thy throne. 
Oh! may they there thy mercy trace, 
And thy presiding presence own ! 


For Jesus’ sake we ask thine aid— 
Sanction the hope his words have given— 
‘s Forbid them not to come he said, 
*¢ For such are those who dwell in Heaven.” 
Oh ! bless these yet unsullied flowers ! 
O’cr-arch them with religion’s sky— 
Beam on them through their earthly hoars, 
The fairer may they bloom on high ! 





MEDITATION, 
FATHER of life, in every age, 
Thy blessings we implore ; 
Thy goodness glows in every page 
Of nature, we explore. 


oogonia 








UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Thy morning light and evening smiles, 
Conspire to make us blest; 

Thy word our solitude beguiles, 
And gives our spirits rest. 

It points to realms of light and peace, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 

Proclaims the year of sweet release, 
And breaks the pris’ners chain. 

O glorious rest! from toil and pain, 
Where Pilgrims meet in love ; 

We'd sleep the sleep of death, to gain 
The mansion, far above. 

There ransom’d souls shall meet with joy, 
On that celestial shore ; 

And drink of bliss without alloy, 
And fee] their sins no more. 





ee ee — - - _—— —_———_ 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 

Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 134, 

Uni. I believe you are correct in this statement ; for 
it is known by every one, who attends on the ministry 
of those who hold to the doctrine of endless misery, 
that they constantly hold up the idea, that as people 
leave this mortal state, so they must remain forever af- 
terward. I will proceed, therefore, to consider the 
subject of this inquiry, by calling several things in ques- 
tion which are necessarily involved in this general sen- 
timent. Let us first ask the question, how it is known 
that the moral state of man in the future world is the 
same in which he leaves this? Secondly, let us ask, 
how it is known, that, allowing a man is in exactly the 
same moral condition after death, as before or at death, 
there is no possibility of his being changed from that 
state? It likewise belongs to this subject to ask, how 
it is known that man occupies a conscious, moral ex- 
istence after the degth of the body, before he is intro- 
duced into a state of immortality ? 

It is proper to remark, that these current notions, 
which ministers perpetually dwell on in their publick 
communications, are believed to be passing among men 
for trath, without ever being called in question. But 
this is not the way by which the knowledge of divine 
things can ever be obtained. Even ‘ruth, being only 
traditionally believed, is never so understood as to be 
of such moral advantage to the mind, as when we are 
able to give a reason for what we believe. Permit me, 
therefore, dear sir, to request you to furnish the evi- 
dence from the word of God, on which the fact inquir- 
ed for in our first question is founded. Do you know 
of any passage that seems to have been designed to es- 
tablish the fact, that man’s moral existence and condi- 
tion after death is necessarily the same as that in which 
he leaves the world? 

Lim. Truly sir, | see no reason why you have not a 
right to call for the testimony on which every truth, 
which the scriptures support, is founded; for thereby 
the mind is exercised in associating the evidences in fa- 
vour of whatever we profess to believe. But it is gen- 
erally allowed that the whole tenor of divine revelation 
proceeds on this principle, that as we leave this world, 
so we must forever remain in the future. Yet, I do 
not, at this moment, recollect any passage directly on 
the subject. Where, if you recollect, is the text so of- 
ten recited in sermons and in religious conversation? | 
think the words are the following: ** As the tree falls 
so it lies; as death leaves us, so judgment must find us.” 
I do not know that the scripture uses these very words, 
these words are generally used in sermons, and are so 
often repeated in conversation on this subject, that peo- 
ple generally suppose that they are so recorded in the 
scriptures. 

Unt. When | was young, | as much believed that 


the words you have now recited were the words of 


scripture as | believed any thing that I heard preached. 
But 1 have since satisfied my mind that there is no such 


passage in the bible, This led me to be cautious re: 
specting many other expressions which tradition has in- 
troduced and established in the minds of christian peo- 
ple. By such means | have been led to ascertain that 
many crrors in the church have their support from a set 
of phrases which are not found in the divine testimony. 
There is a passage in the 11th of Ecclesiastes, which 
speaks of the tree’s being in the place where it falls, 
but there is no reason for supposing that the author 
was speaking of the death of man. The following is 
the passage with its connexion ; ‘* Cast thy bread upon 
the waters; for thou shalt find it after many days— 
Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou 
knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. If the 
clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the 
earth ; and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward 
the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it 
shall be. He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; 
and he that regardeth the clouds shail not reap.” It 
seems perfectly easy to discover, in this passage, a sig- 
nification of the natural effects which follow from cer- 
tain causes; and whatever more than this an inventive 
mind might possibly discover in the meaning of the 
passage, it seems perfectly clear that the author was 
speaking nothing concerning the state in which men 
die, or of their moral state after death. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 





BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. 
6 And worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.¥ 
Fpistle to Hebrews, 

Ir is a beautiful trait in the religion of the Bible, that 
as it is founded upon truth, it is supported by stmplici- 
ty, and is altogether independent of human grandeur, 
altogether at variance with the dictates of human pride. 
In the history of the Patriarchs, we are presented witb 
a pure and undefiled religion, in its effects upon a peo- 
ple, who as yet, knew little of the refinements of soci- 
ety, at once striking, impressive and deeply interesting. 
Whether we consider Abraham as calling with cond, 
dence on the Most High in a strange land; or Isaac, as 
walking abroad to meditate at eventide; or Jacob, 
when, in the language of the apostle, he worshipped, 
leaning upon the top of his staif; we are equally im- 
pressed with the beauty of that religion, which is thus 
seen to flourish, not amongst the most polished, but the 
most simple ; not the most powerful, but the most obe- 
dient; not the most Jearned but the most faithful of 
mankind. ‘Thus we are taught to believe that however 
pomp and splendor may seem to add to the effect of 
religion, or however imposing the colouring which they 
throw around it, yet as its object is to unite man with 
his Creator, it cannot be assisted by human power ; 
it needs not the aid of adventitious circumstances. It 
isnot amidst the crowd of assembled multitudes, nor 
in **temples made with hands,” that its effects are on- 
ly to be felt. 

He who pauses amid the labour of the day, or con- 
templates the beauties of nature at early dawn, or goes 
into the fields to meditate at eventide, or with Ja- 
cob worships ‘* leaning upon the top of his staff’’—may 
loubtless feel with its full force, the influence of a spirit 
of devotion. It was thus, that the holy men of old were 
tuught to trust in that Being, whose attributes are dis- 
piayed in all his works; it is thus that pious men in 
every age, have learned to bow in deep humility, and 
with solemn reverence, before Him ** who hath created 
the heavens, and the work of whose fingers the stars 
are ;”’ and it is thus, that in our own minds may be in- 
culcated lessons of piety and unmurmuring obedience, 
that we may be taught to look upon the evils of this 
life as necessary preparatives to eternity, and every 
event as subservient to the holy purposes of a Being 
whose mercy endureth forever. We may thus, in youth, 
be preserved amid temptation; and in old age be ena- 
bled to look back with peace on our past lives; and 
with pious and grateful devotion, worship like the pat 





riarch, ‘* leaning upon the top of his staff.” 
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